CLEMENCEAU

attacks were inspired, therefore, not by personal animosity
against Jules Ferry or any other politician, but against a
megalomania that was harmful to his country and the world.
Unfortunately, Clemenceau could not, this time, persuade the
Assembly or his countrymen to recognise the dangers and
disadvantages of expansion by conquest in the Par East,
until the disaster of Lang Son and the demand for additional
credits enabled him to push the perils of such a policy right
home. Then M. Ferry was once more discharged, practically
at Clemenceau's behest.

So matters went on, Clemenceau striving his utmost, in
opposition, to enforce the genuine democratic policy of
abstention from Imperialism abroad and strengthening of the
forces of the Eepublic at home which the successive Oppor-
tunist Administrations in power refused to accept. In each
and every case, Tunis, Tonquin, Annam, Madagascar and
Egypt, he considered first, foremost and all the time what
would most benefit Frenchmen in France, and refused to be
led astray by any will-o'-the-wisps of Eastern origin, however
gloriously they might disport themselves under the sun of
finance* But now came a still more awkward matter close at
home. There are not the same facilities for shutting down
inquiries into the financial peccadilloes or corrupt malversations
of public men in France as there are in England. Monetary
scandals will out, though political blunderings may be glossed
over, as in the cases of the Due de Broglie, M. Jules Ferry and
M. Albert Grevy. The President, M. Grevy, was very unfor-
tunate in his relations. His brother,, the Governor-General
of Algeria, had shown himself dreadfully incompetent in that
capacity. But M. de Freycinet, M. Jules Ferry and the whole
Ministerial set had entered into a conspiracy of silence and
misrepresentation, throwing the blame of his mistakes upon
anybody but the Governor-GeneralTbtimself, in order to uphold
the dignity of the President quite uninjured. Now, however,
the President's son-in-law, M. Wilson, was found out in very
ignoble transactions. He was actually detected in the
flagitious practice of trading in decorations, the Legion of